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The new king, Henry III, was a boy of nine years old,
so until he grew up the barons in the Great Council were Henry in,
able to govern as they wished. But when Henry became l216"72*
a man, he took the reins of power into his own hands. In
many ways he was very different from John. He was an
artist-king, a lover of beautiful things, a builder of noble
churches, like Westminster Abbey. But he resembled
John in ruling badly. He trusted much to foreign favour-
ites, and he spent a great deal of money in giving large
sums to the Pope for purposes which did not concern
England. So by degrees men began to think that he too
must be forced to govern better.

The leader of the party who wanted reform was Simon
de Montfort, Earl of Leicester, who had married thesimonde
king's sister.  Henry at first liked him.  He had sent him Montfort'
to govern Guienne, the one province of France that still
belonged to England.   Simon was a good soldier and he
had ruled it well, but Henry grew tired of him, and very
meanly left Simon to pay from his own pocket the money
which he had spent in the king's service.

Thus Earl Simon came home in disgust, and put him-
self at the head of the barons. They assembled in a
Great Council, or, as we may now call it, a Parliament,
for the word is first used in Henry Ill's reign, and ar-
ranged that all that the king did was to be overlooked by
a committee of barons. The king promised to keep these
" Provisions of Oxford " as they were called, but he was
as false as John. He too got the Pope to declare him qurt
of his oath, and so nothing was left for Simon and his
party but to go to war. Each side gathered forces, and
they met at Lewes. The king's army was bigger, but he Battle of
lost the day because his son Edward pursued some fugi- *
tives too far. When he returned Simon had won the
battle. Both Henry and Edward were made captive.

Simon had no wish to seize the throne for himself;